IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims in this application, reflects 
all changes currently being made to the claims, and replaces all earlier versions and all 
earlier listings of the claims: 



Qaim 1 (Currently Amended): A communication system comprising: 

a controller; 

a destination node; and 

a source node adapted to transfer object data to the destination node 
asynchronously usinga communicati o n protocol selected by the controller and a logical 
connection set by the c o ntroller , 

wherein sVid source node is adapted to transfer object data to said 
destination node asynchronously using the first or the second communication protocol 
selected by said controller, and 

wherein the said controller is adapted to obtain information about a 
communication capability of tntr said source node from a first register of the said source 
node, to obtain information aboul a communication capability of the said destination node 
from a first register of the said destination node, to select a first or a second communication 
protocol using the information obtained from the s o urce n o de and the des t ination node, 
first registers to set a logical connection between the said source node and the said 
destination node, to store information aoput indicating the selected communication 
protocol selected by the c o ntroller and information about for the logical connection set by 
t he c o nt r oller selected communication protocol in a second register of the said source node, 



• 




and to store information sbtmt indicating the selected communication protocol selected by 
the controlle r and information about for the l o gical connection set by the c o ntr o ller selected 
communication protocol in a second register of the said destination node. 



Claims 2 and 3 (Cancelled) 




CIaim'4~(Cu?r^tly~Al^enlled)T" A communication system accordinffo 
Claim 1 , wherein the controlle r first communication protocol is ada p ted to sele c t a 
communication protocol using that uses a broadcast tra n saction or another communication 
protocol . 



Claims 5 and 6 (Cancelled) 



Claim 7 (Currently Amended): A communication system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the c o ntroller second communication protocol is ada p ted to select a 
communication protocol using that does not use a write transaction o r another broadcast 
communication pr otocol . 



Claims 8-16 (Cancelled) 




Claim ^(Currently Amended): A communication system according to 
Claim 1, wherein a com m unication line of the communication sys t em is said controller, 
said source node and said destination node can communicate with each other using a 
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communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 



aim 18 (Currently Amended): A communication system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the communication system conforms to a said controller, said source 
node and said destination node can communicate with each other using a communication 
unit conforming to an IEEE 1394-1995 standard. 



Claim 19 (Previously Amended): A communication system according to 
Claim 1, wherein the object data includes image data. 





Claim 20 (Currently Amended): A communication method to be used in for 
a communication systeun that includes at least a controller, a destination node; and a source 
node adapted to transfenobject data to the desti n ation node asynchronously using a 
communication p rotocol selected by the c on troller and a l o gical connecti o n se t by the 
c o ntroller , the method comprising the steps of: 

obtaining information about a communication capability of the source node 
from a first register of the source node; 

obtaining information about a communication capability of the destination 
node from a first register of the destination node; 

selecting of a first ona second communication protocol using the 
information obtained from the sourceVode and the destinati o n node first registers : 

setting a logical connection between the source node and the destination 

node; 



storing information about indicating the selected communication protocol 
and information abput for the l o gical connection set by the c o ntroller selected 
communication protocol in a second register of the source node; tmd 

storing information about indicating the selected communication protocol 
selected by the controlle r and information about for the logical connection set by the 
Pyl * J control ler selected communication protocol in a second register of the destination node,, 

transferring, of object data from the source node to the destination node 
asynchronously using theVelected communication protocol . 




Claims 21-26 (Cancelled) 



Claim 27 (Currently Amended): A communication method according to 
Claim 20, wherein the controlle r first communication protocol is adapted to select a 
communication protocol using that uses a broadcast tra n sacti o n o r an o the r communication 
protocol . 

Claim 28 (Currently Amended): A communication method according to 
Claim 20, wherein the cont r olle r second communication protocol is ada p ted t o select a 
communication protocol using that does not use a write t ransacti o n o r an o ther broadcast 
communication protocol . 



Claim 29 (Currently\\mended): A communication method according to 
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Claim 20, wherein a communicati o n line of the c o mmunication system is the controller, the 
source node anil the destination node can communication with each other using a 

: \ 

communication unit connectable to a serial bus. 



Claim 30 (Currently Amended): A communication method according to 
Claim 20, wherein th\g communicati o n system conforms t o a controller, the source node 
and the destination node can communicate with each other using a communication unit 
conforming to an EEEE IB 94- 1995 standard. 



Claim 3 1 (Previously Added): A communication method according to 
Claim 20, wherein the object data includes image data. 
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